
190 March 31, 2004 

// A special meeting of the Council of the City of Lynchburg, recessed from March 30, was held on the 31st 

day of March, 2004, at 1:00 P.M., in the Second Floor Training Room, City Hall, Carl B. Hutcherson, Jr., 

President, presiding.  The purpose of the meeting was to conduct a work session regarding proposed 

changes to the City’s sign ordinance.  The following Members were present: 

Present: Adams, Barksdale, Dodson, Foster, Garber, Seiffert, Hutcherson 7 

Absent: 0 

// At the beginning of the work session, City Manager Kimball Payne provided an overview regarding the 

history leading up to the proposed changes to the City’s sign ordinance.  Mr. Payne explained that in July 

2002, City Council directed staff to draft changes to the City’s sign ordinance to improve the appearance 

and aesthetics of the City, and that following a lengthy comprehensive plan development process with 

considerable citizen input about issues of design and appearance, City Council adopted the 

Comprehensive Plan which included a recommendation to limit the size and height of new on-site 

commercial signs.  Mr. Payne went on to say that the purpose of today’s work session is to give City 

Council its first chance to examine the proposed sign ordinance in any detail and then distributed a list of 

issues identified by staff regarding both the existing and the proposed sign ordinance.  Community 

Planning Director Rachel Flynn and Gary Case, a member of the Sign Committee, were present to 

respond to questions regarding the proposed changes.  City Council reviewed and discussed in detail all 

proposed changes and determined that more clarity was needed in several areas.  Some Council 

Members suggested better enforcement of the current sign ordinance.  During the discussion regarding 

flags, Ms. Flynn stated that all references to the U. S. and Virginia flags would be removed from the 

proposed changes.  In response to Council questioning, Mr. Payne stated that the City would adhere to 

whatever sign ordinance is adopted by City Council.  During the discussion regarding main entry signage 

for subdivisions, City Council agreed to increase the square footage from 32 to 40 square feet and 

increase the height from 7 to 8 feet.  City Council also expressed an interest in discussing further whether 

or not to allow balloons and pennants on a temporary basis.  Following discussion, City Council agreed 

that further work was needed on the proposed sign ordinance prior to conducting the public hearing, and 

agreed to schedule another work session on April 21 at 2:00 p.m. 

// The meeting was recessed at 4:25 p.m. to April 6, at 7:00 p.m., Heritage High School, to conduct public 

hearings regarding the proposed tax increases, the FY2005 Proposed Budget and the 2005-2009 Capital 

Improvements Plan. 
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